
adRocket

Introducing FleetCheck Driver 

Not all vehicle inspection solutions are equal... 
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Advertisement Feature

Inspections don’t have to be like pulling teeth.

D entists. We all know that        
nobody likes visiting them, not 
even for the routine check up. 
Fear of the “drill” may have 

something to do with our reticence, but 
more often we resent the sheer inconven-
ience of the process. And we dread the 
prospect of the inspection exposing that 
something is wrong, and that further work 
may need to be carried out. According to 
the NHS, in the 24 month period ending 30 
September 2017, only 51.3% of the adult 
population visited a dentist. 

So, why am I writing about dentists here in 
FleetNews? Well, it occurred to me that 
vehicle inspections are similar to visiting 
the dentist. In a recent survey1  17% of 
businesses admitted that they do not carry 
out regular vehicle safety inspections. This 
figure may be significantly higher in reality, 
as often a company may be only sporadi-
cally inspecting their vehicles, or failing to 
inspect the right things.

In the same survey, 63% of businesses    
reported using a paper based system to 
manage their vehicle inspections. I wonder 
how many checksheets are completed 
away from the vehicle, or lost, or filed in 
the wrong place? Even the most switched
on of fleet managers would struggle to 
achieve total control of such a manual   
process.

So, why are these inspections necessary? 
You may be aware of the Sentencing   
Council Guidelines that were introduced in 
2016. These guidelines are in place to help 
the courts set a fair and transparent        
approach to failings, but most of all, to un-
derpin a system of consistent fines for 
health and safety offences.

The guidelines take a risk based approach 
that identifies three key elements for    

consideration, namely the level of harm,      
culpability, and the fines and sentencing. 
Notably, fines are now calculated in direct 
proportion to the company’s turnover, and 
since the guidelines were introduced they 
have already resulted in numerous convic-
tions. More fines in excess of £1 million 
have been issued than in the previous 42 
years, since the Health and Safety at Work 
Act was implemented, and across a total of 
80 cases, the average level of fine has been 
around £780,0002.  

The guidelines also stipulate that compa-
nies will be considered to have a high level 
of culpability if they “ignore concerns 
raised by employees or others”.  In other 
words, you need to be completely confi-
dent that any issues identified by your driv-
ers are not only recorded, but actioned.  
And actioned on time.

Furthermore companies must not “allow 
breaches to subsist over a long period of 
time.” If you are aware that your drivers 
are failing to carry out regular safety in-
spections as stipulated by your company 
policy, you could easily be seen to be 
knowingly allowing this behaviour to con-
tinue.

As businesses, we need to be clear that the 
courts are expecting us to “put into place 
measures that are recognised standards in 
the industry.” Do your current fleet man-
agement processes provide you with a    
robust audit trail of fleet activity? It is    
crucial that you can demonstrate that your 
vehicles and drivers are correctly managed. 
This is particularly worrying for the many 
companies who rely on spreadsheets and 
paper based systems to handle their fleet 
tasks.

The good news is that FleetCheck’s new 
driver app has been developed in direct  

response to valuable feedback about these 
precise issues from our well established 
clients.  Not only does ‘FleetCheck Driver’ 
integrate fully with our award winning fleet 
management software, it also delivers a 
range of additional benefits covering all  
areas of vehicle inspection and reporting, 
and it supports fleet managers with the 
management of their driver's welfare.

In summary, FleetCheck Driver will revolu-
tionise your vehicle inspection routine, 
with improved compliance and total con-
trol.  Moving to FleetCheck Driver is simple, 
quick and painless.  Exactly as we hope our 
next dentist appointment will be!

As testament to our leading edge technolo-
gy and customer support, we are delighted 
to have been selected by FleetNews for 
their “Reader Recommended Award.” 

You can find out more about FleetCheck 
Driver by visiting www.fleetcheck.co.uk

By Peter Golding

Are you avoiding the necessary?  
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